
The Tunnel by Anthony Browne 

Reasons for selection and synopsis 

Once upon a time there lived a brother and sister who were 
complete opposites and constantly fought and argued. One day 
they discovered the tunnel. The boy goes through it at once, 
dismissing his sister's fears. When he doesn't return his sister has to 
pluck up the courage to go through the tunnel too. She finds her 
brother in a mysterious forest where he has been turned to stone... 
 
The Tunnel is a profound, moving and symbolic picture books with 
infinite teaching possibilities. It will have primary school children of 
all ages gripped. 
 
Before reading… 

Ask the children to look at the front cover. What do you think the 
book will be about? What things can you see on the front cover?  

What sort of story will it be? Who might enjoy it? 

What is a tunnel? What tunnels have you seen? 

Predict what you think might happen in the story. 

 

 

The following questions are designed as 
prompts only – allow the children to come up 
with their own questions and ideas. They will 
be much more engaged this way! 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Pages 1 and 2 

Vocabulary What phrase shows that the children are different? 

Infer  Where might the boy be stood? 

Where might be the girl be stood? 

Predict  Predict how the two children might be different 

Explain  Why might the author be telling you how different the two children are? 

Retrieve What relationship do the two children have? 

How are the brother and sister different? 

Summarise  Summarise the two children in three words each. 

 

Pages 3 and 4 

Vocabulary What word shows that the brother doesn’t have a restless night’s sleep? 

Infer  Why does the brother sometimes frighten his sister? 

Why might the boy wear a mask? 

Why does the girl sleep with the light on? 

Predict  Predict what the girl will do when her brother jumps out at him? 

Explain  Explain why the boy is smiling in the picture on Page 3. 

Do you think he is a nice brother? Why? 

Retrieve What would the girl listen to at night? 

What fairy tale is displayed all around the girl’s room? 

What does the girl sleep with? 

Summarise  Summarise the children’s relationship in twenty words or less. 

Writing 

Opportunity 

Write a nightmare from the perspective of the girl, culminating in waking up 
and finding her brother there to scare her. 

 

 

 

 



Pages 5 and 6 

Vocabulary What phrases show they are always fighting? 

What word on Page 6 shows that their mother has had enough? 

Infer  Why does the girl look sad?  

What might the brother and sister argue about? 

Why doesn’t the boy want his little sister with him? 

Predict  What do you think the brother and sister might do? 

Explain  Explain why the author says ‘all the time’ even though he already made this 
point. 

Retrieve When is Page 5 set? How do you know? 

When did mum send them out to play? How do you know? 

What were mum’s instructions? 

What did the boy take out with him? 

Summarise  Sum up mum’s feelings in five words. 

Writing 

Opportunity 

Write some dialogue between the brother and sister, after the mum has 
made them leave the house. 

 

Pages 7 and 8 

Vocabulary Come up with synonyms for frightened. 

What phrase shows the girl doesn’t like the waste ground? 

Infer  Why is the brother annoyed? 

Why is the girl scared? 

Why might the brother find it hard to play football? 

Predict  Predict what the brother will find when he goes exploring. 

Explain  Explain why the boy didn’t want his sister to come? 

Retrieve Where did they go? 

What does the girl do when they get there? 

How can you tell it’s a waste ground? 

Summarise  Summarise the boy and girl’s separate emotions in the waste ground. 



 

Pages 9 and 10 

Vocabulary What phrase shows the brother has been exploring for a while? 

Infer  Why is the girl scared? 

Why does the boy leave his football behind? 

What does ‘don’t be so wet’ mean? 

Predict  Predict what will be down the tunnel. 

Explain  Explain why the boy boy decides to go down the tunnel. 

Explain why the author uses ellipsis during the girl’s speech. 

Retrieve What has the boy found?  

What does the girl think might be down the tunnel? 

Summarise  Summarise your impression of the boy on these pages in five words. 

Writing 

Opportunity 

Continue the story and write what the boy finds at the end of the tunnel. 

 

Pages 11 and 12 

Vocabulary What phrase shows you the girl is upset? 

What word is repeated on Page 12? What is the effect of this? 

Infer  Why is the girl sad? What other emotions is she feeling? 

Predict  Predict what will happen when the girl follows her brother into the tunnel. 

Explain  Explain why the author uses the same sad picture of the girl on both pages. 

Explain why the author puts the word ‘had’ in italics.  

Retrieve What does the girl nearly do? 

Why doesn’t the girl immediately go into the tunnel? 

Summarise  Summarise the girl’s feelings in five words. 

 

 

 



Pages 13 and 14 

Vocabulary ‘Dark and damp’ ‘scary and slimy’, what literary device is the author using 
here? 

Infer  How would the girl have felt in the tunnel? 

What might the girl have shouted in the tunnel? 

Predict  Predict whether the girl will make it to the end of the tunnel 

Explain  Explain why the author doesn’t use many words on these pages? 

Retrieve What was it like in the tunnel? 

What does the girl leave behind before entering the tunnel? 

Summarise  Rewrite what the tunnel was like, but use different adjectives. Make sure the 
meaning stays the same. 

 

Pages 15 and 16 

Vocabulary What phrase means that her brother couldn’t be seen? 

What vocabulary could be used to describe the picture on Page 16? 

Infer  She wanted to turn back, but she could not – why could she not? 

Does the forest look as scary as the girl describes it on Page 16? What does 
this tell you about her character? 

Predict  After Page 15, predict what the girl will see next. 

Explain  What’s the impact of using ellipsis at the end of Page 15? 

Retrieve Where did the tunnel lead to? 

What did it turn into? 

What does the girl see on Page 16? 

Summarise  Summarise the story so far, in thirty words or less. 

 

 

 

 

 



Pages 17 and 18 

Vocabulary What vocabulary can you use to describe Page 17? 

What vocabulary can you use to describe Page 18? 

Infer  What might be inside the tree on Page 17? 

Why might the rope be there? 

Why might the axe be there? 

What does the creature on Page 18 look like it is doing? 

Predict  Predict what the girl will see next. 

Explain  Why do you think the author chose to use no words on these pages? 

Why do you think we don’t see the girl on Page 18? 

Retrieve What faces can you find on Page 17? 

What creatures can you see on Page 18? 

Summarise  Summarise your impression of the forest in 5 words. 

Writing 
Opportunity 

Write words for these two pages, in the style of Anthony Browne. 

 

Pages 19 and 20 

Vocabulary What vocabulary can you use to describe Page 19? 

Infer   Why does the girl start running? 

Why could she run no further? 

Why did the girl begin to sob? 

Predict  Predict how the boy came to be as still as stone. 

Explain  How does the author show you that the girl starts running? 

Retrieve What creatures can you see on Page 19? 

What else can you see on Page 19? How does this make you feel? 

Where did the girl run to when she could run no further? 

What had happened to her brother? 

Summarise  Summarise the girl’s feelings when she finds her brother in three words. 

 



Pages 21 and 22 

Vocabulary What vocabulary can you use to describe Page 21? 

What is the effect of saying ‘very slowly’? 

Infer  Why do you think the boy begins to change back? 

Why is the girl crying? 

Why does she hug her brother? 

Predict  On Page 21, predict how the sister might try and save her brother. 

Predict what the brother and sister will do next? 

Explain  Explain why the author uses no words on Page 21. 

Retrieve What has happened to the brother? 

What is different about where the brother is? 

What happens when the girl hugs her brother? 

Summarise  Summarise the events of these two pages in ten words or less. 

 

Pages 23, 24 and 25 

Vocabulary What words and phrases show closeness between the two siblings, that 
wasn’t there at the start of the story? 

Infer  How do you think her brother knew she would come? 

Why do you think the two become closer? 

What time did they get back? How do you know? 

Predict  Predict what would happen if mum found out the truth. 

Explain  Explain why the name Rose might be significant? 

Explain why you mightn’t find out the children’s names until the end? 

Retrieve What is the girl’s name? 

What do they do when the boy has turned back? 

What is the boy’s name? 

Summarise  Summarise the whole story in 50 words or less. 

Writing 
Opportunity 

Rewrite the story from Jack’s perspective. 



 


