
Voices In The Park by Antony Browne 

 

Reasons for selection and synopsis 

Four different voices tell their own versions of the same walk in the 
park. The radically different perspectives give a fascinating depth 
to this simple story, which explores many of the author's key 
themes, such as alienation, friendship and the bizarre amid the 
mundane.  
 
Anthony Browne's world-renowned artwork is full of expressive 
gorillas, vibrant colours and numerous nods to Magritte and other 
artists, while being uniquely Browne's own style. 
 
Before reading… 

Ask the children to look at the front cover. What do you think the 
book will be about? What things can you see on the front cover?  

What sort of story will it be? Who might enjoy it? 

What perspective might different voices offer? What could make 
this an important story?  

Predict what you think might happen in the story. 

 

 

The following questions are designed as 
prompts only – allow the children to come up 
with their own questions and ideas. They will 
be much more engaged this way! 

 

 

 

 



Double Pages 1 and 2 

Vocabulary Describe the person with the first voice. 

Define ‘pedigree’. 

What does it mean to shoo something off? 

Infer  What sort of person might own the first voice, from the pictures of 
her? 

Why did she shoo off the mongrel? 

Why might the dog have ignored her? 

Predict  Predict where Charles has gone? 

Explain  What impression do you get of the first voice and why? 

Retrieve What type of dog is Victoria? 

Who is Charles? 

What was the first thing they did when they got to the park? 

Where do she and Charles sit? 

Who has appeared on DP2? 

Summarise  Summarise Voice One’s experience in under thirty words. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Double Pages 3 and 4 

Vocabulary What sort of person might be a ‘frightful type’? 

‘Like an age’ – what does this mean? 

Infer  How do you think the woman is feeling from her facial 
expression? 

Why do you think they walked home in silence? 

How does the second voice differ from the first aesthetically? 

Why does the second voice decide to take his dog to the park? 

What type of neighbourhood does the second voice live in? 

Predict  Predict how the second voice’s experience will differ to the first’s. 

Explain  How does the exclamation mark on DP3 contribute to meaning? 

What effect does it have on the reader to include no words on 
the right side of DP3? 

Retrieve What colour is the woman’s hat? 

Who was Charles talking to? 

How did they walk home? 

What is the name of the second voice’s dog? 

Summarise  Summarise the second voice so far in one word and explain your 
choice of word. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Double Pages 5 and 6 

Vocabulary What does it mean when something is a waste of time? 

What words could be added to the wordless pages? 

Infer  How energetic is Smudge? 

How do you know? 

How can you tell Smudge is happy to be in the park? 

Predict  Predict who the third voice might be. 

Explain  How are the colours different from first voice? 

Retrieve What can you see in the background on DP5? 

Who does Smudge meet? 

What does the second voice look for? 

How did Smudge cheer him up? 

What sort of things do they pass on the way home? 

Summarise  Summarise the second voice’s trip to the park in fewer than 
twenty words. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Double Pages 7 and 8 

Vocabulary The third voice describes Smudge as friendly. How does this differ 
from the third voice? 

What does ‘unfortunately’ tell the reader? 

Infer  Why might the third voice know Victoria’s name? 

How can you tell the third voice is sad? 

Why might the third voice not have expected to have a good 
time with the girl? 

Predict  Predict what else will happen to the third voice. 

Explain  Why do you think the author choose different fonts each time? 

Retrieve Who is the third voice? 

What’s in the background in his house? 

Why does he go to the park? 

What amazes the third voice? 

Summarise  Summarise your impressions of the third voice in one word and 
explain your choice of word. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Double Pages 9 and 10 

Vocabulary What does ‘raced’ tell the reader? 

What is a climbing frame? 

What does the word ‘caught’ tell you about both the boy and 
his mummy? 

Infer  How can you tell the two dogs did not previously know each 
other? 

Why might the girl take her coat off? 

Why do Mummy and the boy go home? 

Predict  Predict who voice four will be. 

Explain  How does the question on DP10 affect the reader? 

Retrieve Where do the dogs go? 

Where do the girl and boy play? 

What does the girl say her name is? 

Summarise  Summarise these pages in fewer than twenty words. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Double Pages 11 and 12 

Vocabulary What does it mean if you’re ‘fed up’? 

What is a twit? 

What is a wimp? 

Infer  How is the first voice represented here? 

Why might the boy be a bit of a wimp? 

Predict  Predict how the book will end. 

Explain  How does the park look different? 

What is your first impression of Voice Four and why? 

Retrieve How has dad been feeling? 

What is the dog now called? 

What is Albert always in a hurry for? 

Summarise  Summarise these pages in fewer than twenty words. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Double Pages 13 and 14 

Vocabulary What is a bandstand? 

Infer  Why do you think they found Albert having a swim funny? 

Why do you think Charlie was sad? 

Predict  Predict what would happen in a sequel to this book. 

Explain  What is the effect of the repetition of the word really? 

How does the picture on DP13 make you feel and why? 

How are the voices interconnected? 

Retrieve Why did both boys burst out laughing? 

What was the other boy’s name? 

What did he pick for the fourth voice? 

What did the fourth voice do when he got home? 

Summarise  Write a review of this book no longer than a side of A4. 

 


