
Homework/Extension

Step 7: Apostrophes  1

National Curriculum Objectives:

English Year 2: (2G5.8) Apostrophes to mark where letters are missing in spelling and to mark 
singular possession in nouns [for example, the girl’s name]

Differentiation: 

Questions 1, 4 and 7 (Varied Fluency)
Developing Match the contractions to their missing letters. Includes only first person contractions, 
such as ‘I’ll’, or contractions with one letter omitted, such as ‘he’s’.
Expected Match the contractions to their missing letters. Includes any regular contractions, such as 

‘she’ll’. 
Greater Depth Match the contractions to their missing letters. The question explores instances 
where the same contraction can represent different omitted letters, depending on context, such as 
when ‘he’d’ could represent ‘he had’ or ‘he would’.

Questions 2, 5 and 8 (Varied Fluency)
Developing Circle the contraction which could replace words in a given sentence. Includes only 
first person contractions, such as ‘I’ve’, or contractions with one letter omitted, such as ‘didn’t’. 
Expected Circle the contractions which could replace words in a given sentence. Includes any 
regular contractions, such as ‘they’d’.
Greater Depth Circle the contractions which could replace two different word pairs in a given 
sentence. The question explores instances where the same contraction can represent different 
omitted letters, depending on context, such as when ‘she’s’ could represent ‘she has’ or ‘she is’.

Questions 3, 6 and 9 (Application and Reasoning)
Developing Prove which of two statements about the letters replaced in a contraction is correct. 
Includes a contraction with only one letter omitted: ‘it’s’. 
Expected Prove which of two statements about the letters replaced in a contraction is correct. 
Includes an irregular contraction: ‘won’t’.
Greater Depth Prove which of two statements about the letters replaced in a contraction is correct. 
The question explores instances where the same contraction can represent different omitted 
letters, depending on context, such as when ‘she’d’ could represent ‘she had’ or ‘she would’.

More resources from our Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling scheme of 

work.

Did you like this resource? Don’t forget to review it on our website.
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Apostrophes  1

1. Match the contractions below to the letters replaced by the apostrophes. 

2. Circle the contraction which could replace some words in the sentence below:

We did not go to the shops.

3. Callum and Toya are talking about apostrophes.

Who is correct? Prove it.

VF 

HW/Ext

VF 

HW/Ext

AR 

HW/Ext

D

D

D
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Toya

I combined two words to make 

the contraction it’s. I took out the 

letter i.

Callum
I combined two words to make 

the contraction it’s. I took out the 

letters t, i and s.

I’ll

he’s

I’m i

a

wi

that’s she’s

didn’t I’ve



Apostrophes  1

4. Match the contractions below to the letters replaced by the apostrophes. 

5. Circle the contractions which could replace some words in the sentence below:

Mikaela was not happy with what they had done.

6. Alvin and Zoe are talking about apostrophes.

Who is correct? Prove it.

VF 

HW/Ext

VF 

HW/Ext

AR 

HW/Ext

E

E

E
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Zoe

I combined two words to make 

the contraction won’t. I replaced 

only the letter o.

Alvin
I combined two words to make 

the contraction won’t. I replaced 

the letters i, l, l and o.

you’d

she’ll

what’s wi

i

woul

can’t wasn’t

they’d it’ll
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7. Match the contractions below to all the letters which could have been replaced by 

apostrophes. 

8. Circle the contraction which could replace multiple pairs of words in the sentences 

below:

She has got lots of money now, but that does not mean 

she is happy. She would like to see her old friends.

9. Nadia and Huey are talking about the apostrophe in the sentence ‘She’d gone out’.

Who is correct? Prove it.

VF 

HW/Ext

VF 

HW/Ext

AR 

HW/Ext

GD

GD

GD
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Huey

To make the contraction she’d, 

the letters w, o, u and l have 

been taken out. 

Nadia
To make the contraction she’d, 

the letters h and a have been 

taken out. 

we’d

what’s

he’d woul

i

ha

she’d doesn’t

wouldn’t she’s
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Developing

1. I’m – a; I’ll – wi; he’s – i

2. didn’t

3. Callum is correct because ‘it’s’ can be a contraction of the words ‘it’ and ‘is’, so the ‘i’ 

of ‘is’ is replaced by the apostrophe. Toya’s contracted words would be ‘itt’ and ‘iss’, 

which are not words. 

Expected

4. what’s – i; you’d – woul; she’ll – wi

5. wasn’t and they’d

6. Zoe is correct because ‘won’t’ is an irregular contraction of the words ‘will’ and ‘not’, so 

the ‘ill’ is replaced by the letter ‘o’, and the ‘o’ of ‘not’ is replaced by the apostrophe. 

Alvin’s contracted words would be ‘wo’ and ‘not’ which are not correct as ‘wo’ is not a 

word. 

Greater Depth

7. he’d – would, ha; we’d – would, ha; what’s – i, ha

8. she’s

9. Huey is correct because his contracted words would be ‘she’ and ‘had’, and the 

sentence ‘She had gone out’ makes sense. Nadia’s contracted words would be ‘she’ and 

‘would’ which is not correct as the sentence ‘She would gone out’ does not make sense. 
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