
Application and Reasoning

Step 8: Apostrophes  2

National Curriculum Objectives:

English Year 2: (2G5.8) Apostrophes to mark where letters are missing in spelling and to 

mark singular possession in nouns [for example, the girl’s name]

Differentiation: 

Questions 1, 4 and 7 (Application)

Developing Use the word bank to write a simple sentence which uses an apostrophe for 

possession with singular nouns that do not end in ‘s’. Using CVC, CCVC and CVCC words 

and high frequency words.

Expected Use the word bank to write a compound sentence which uses an apostrophe for 

possession with singular and proper nouns, including words that end in ‘s’. Using 

compound sentences and a coordinating conjunction.

Greater Depth Use the word bank to write a complex sentence which uses an apostrophe 

for possession with singular and proper nouns, including words that end in ‘s’. Using 

complex sentences and a subordinating conjunction.

Questions 2, 5 and 8 (Application)

Developing Rewrite a simple sentence so that it includes an apostrophe to show 

possession with singular nouns that do not end in ‘s’. Using CVC, CCVC and CVCC words 

and high frequency words.

Expected Rewrite a compound sentence so that it includes an apostrophe to show 

possession with singular and proper nouns, including words that end in ‘s’. Using 

compound sentences.

Greater Depth Rewrite a complex sentence so that it includes two apostrophes to show 

possession with singular and proper nouns, including words that end in ‘s’. Using complex 

sentences.

Questions 3, 6 and 9 (Reasoning)

Developing Explain whether the apostrophe has been used correctly in a simple sentence 

with singular nouns that do not end in ‘s’. Using CVC, CCVC and CVCC words and high 

frequency words.

Expected Explain whether the apostrophe has been used correctly in a simple sentence 

with singular nouns that end with ‘s’. Using compound sentences.

Greater Depth Explain whether the apostrophe has been used correctly in a complex 

sentence with singular and proper nouns that end with ‘s’. Using complex sentences.

More resources from our Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling 

scheme of work.

Did you like this resource? Don’t forget to review it on our website.
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1a. Use the word bank to create a 

sentence that uses an apostrophe for 

possession.

1b. Use the word bank to create a 

sentence that uses an apostrophe for 

possession.

2a. Rewrite the sentence below using 

apostrophes for possession.

Dean has sold his house.

2b. Rewrite the sentence below using 

apostrophes for possession.

Suzie has a cat called Jimmy.

3a. Has Bryony correctly used an 

apostrophe to show possession in the 

sentence below?

Mike’s shoes are black.

Explain why.

3b. Has Seb correctly used an apostrophe 

to show possession in the sentence 

below?

Simons toy’s are in the box.

Explain why.

A A

A A

R R

D D

D D

D D

© Classroom Secrets Limited 2018 classroomsecrets.co.uk
Application and Reasoning – Apostrophes  2 – Year 3 Developing

man rain

coat dry

outside house

car broken

race window

school spun
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4a. Use the word bank to create a 

sentence that uses an apostrophe for 

possession and either ‘and’ or ‘but’.

4b. Use the word bank to create a 

sentence that uses an apostrophe for 

possession and either ‘and’ or ‘but’.

5a. Rewrite the sentence below using 

apostrophes for possession.

Jess has a red bike and it has a 
puncture that her mum has to 
repair.

5b. Rewrite the sentence below using 

apostrophes for possession.

The cactus had spikes that had 
fallen off and landed in the cat bed.

6a. Has Jake correctly used an 

apostrophe to show possession in the 

sentence below?

My bos’s dog was called Shep.

Explain why.

6b. Has Tandi correctly used an 

apostrophe to show possession in the 

sentence below?

Lewis’s brother plays for Yorkshire.

Explain why.

A A

A A

R R

E E

E E

E E
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Hannah full

boy half

glass blue

but and

chair but

broke Lucy

and leg

Mr Smith wooden
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7a. Use the word bank to create a 

sentence that uses an apostrophe for 

possession and either ‘when’ or 

‘because’.

7b. Use the word bank to create a 

sentence that uses an apostrophe for 

possession and either ‘if’ or ‘when’.

8a. Rewrite the sentence below using 

apostrophes for possession.

The mother of the girl watched as 
the thief stole the white scooter that 
belonged to the boy.

6b. Rewrite the sentence below using 

apostrophes for possession.

Harry has a toy car that would work 
if his dad repaired the broken 
wheel.

9a. Has Charlotte correctly used an 

apostrophe to show possession in the 

sentence below?

The classe’s rabbit had escaped 

and couldn’t be found which made 
Thomas’s stomach feel funny.

Explain why.

9b. Has Tiana correctly used an 

apostrophe to show possession in the 

sentence below?

If the circuse’s lead clown didn’t 

show up soon, they would have to 
cancel today’s performance.

Explain why.

A A

A A

R R

GD GD

GD GD

GD GD
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teacher whiteboard

class pen

student book

full desk

diary shop

pencil Mr Ali

girl Sam

Monday week
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Developing

1a. Various answers, for example: The 

man’s coat kept him dry in the rain.

2a. Dean’s house has been sold.

3a. Yes, it is punctuated correctly as the 

shoes belong to Mike.

Expected

4a. Various answers, for example: 

Hannah’s glass is full but the boy next her 

has only filled half of his.

5a. Jess’s red bike has a puncture that his 

mum has to repair.

6a. No, it is not punctuated correctly as 

the apostrophe is in the wrong place 

which means ‘boss’ is spelt incorrectly. It 

should be: boss’s. This shows singular 

possession.

Greater Depth

7a. Various answers, for example: The 

teacher’s whiteboard was full because the 

class had many fantastic ideas.

8a. The girl’s mother watched when the 

thief sole the boy’s white scooter.

9a. No, it is not punctuated correctly 

because the apostrophe is in the wrong 

place and the word ‘class’ is spelt 

incorrectly. It should be: class’s. The 

possessive apostrophe in ‘Thomas’s’ is 

used correctly.

Developing

1b. Various answers, for example: The 

car’s window was broken in the race.

2b. Suzie’s cat is called Jimmy.

3b. No, it is not punctuated correctly as 

the toys belong to Simon. The sentence 

should be: Simon’s toys are in the box. This 

shows the toys are plural but they belong 

to Simon.

Expected

4b. Various answers, for example: 

Lucy tripped over Mr Smith’s chair and 

broke the wooden leg.

5b. The cactus’s spikes had fallen off and 

landed in the cat bed.

6b. Yes, it is punctuated correctly as the 

apostrophe and ‘s’ have been placed 

after the noun to show singular possession.

Greater Depth

7b. Various answers, for example: When 

he went to the shop on Monday, Sam 

bought a new pencil and diary from Mr 

Ali’s.

8b. Harry’s toy car would work if his dad 

repaired the car’s broken wheel.

9b. No, it is not punctuated correctly 

because the apostrophe is in the wrong 

place and the word ‘circus’ is spelt 

incorrectly. It should be: circus’s. The 

possessive apostrophe in ‘today’s’ is used 

correctly.
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