
 

Learning Objective 
I can investigate the properties of different materials. 

National Curriculum Statutory Requirements 

KS1W2 - observing closely, using simple equipment; KS1W3 - performing simple tests; KS1W6 - gathering and 

recording data to help in answering questions 

2D1 - identify and compare the suitability of a variety of everyday materials, including wood, metal, plastic, glass, 

brick, rock, paper and cardboard for particular uses 
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Properties of materials 
Outstanding Science Year 2 - Properties of materials - OS2D002 

Teacher: Me: 

Properties of materials 

Objects are things. 
Materials are the 
different stuff that 
objects are made from. 
For example, coins are 
objects and the material 
that they are made from 
is metal. 
 
Materials can have 
properties. Properties are ways of describing what a material 
can or cannot do. For example, the metal that a coin is 
made from cannot be stretched in a person’s hands. 
 

Activity 

What are the properties of different objects? 
 
You will need: 

• Container of water 
• 10 small objects (such as coins, pencil sharpeners, water 

bottles) 

Discussion: 

How accurate were your predictions? Do they agree with your 
measurements? 
Did any of the results surprise you? 
Did you notice any patterns? 

Method 

Choose 8 small objects and 
write their names in the 
results table. 
 
Think about the main 
material that each object is 
made from. Write the names 
of the materials in the 
results table on the next 
page. Some objects are made from more than one type of 
material. 

 
Choose your first object. 
Make predictions (sensible 
guesses) of its properties. 
Will it float? Will it 
stretch?  
 
Next, test the object. Does 
it float? Does it stretch? 
Record your results in the 
table. 
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Table showing the properties of different objects 

Is it attracted 
to a magnet? 

Is it 
transparent 

(see-through)? 

Can you 
stretch it with 
your hands? 

Can you 
squash it with 
your hands? 

Does it float? 

Object Material Predict Test Predict Test Predict Test Predict Test Predict Test 
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