
Application and Reasoning

Step 6: Using Conjunctions to Express Cause

National Curriculum Objectives:

English Year 3: (3G1.4) Using conjunctions to express time and cause

English Year 3: (3G1.4) Express time, place and cause using conjunctions [for example, 

when, before, after, while, so, because]

Differentiation:

Questions 1, 4 and 7 (Application)

Developing Complete a sentence using a causal conjunction. Including ‘so’, ‘because’, 

‘as’ and ‘yet’. Word bank provided.

Expected Complete a sentence using a causal conjunction. Including ‘yet’, ‘in case’, ‘due 

to’ and ‘for’. Word bank provided.

Greater Depth Complete a sentence choosing own causal conjunction. No word bank 

provided. Causal conjunctions used in different positions within a sentence.

Questions 2, 5 and 8 (Application)

Developing Use a causal conjunction to connect two clauses. Including ‘so’, ‘because’, 

‘as’ and ‘yet’. Word bank provided.

Expected Use a causal conjunction to connect two clauses. Including ‘yet’, ‘in case’, and 

‘due to’. Word bank provided.

Greater Depth Use a causal conjunction to connect two clauses. Including ‘in order to’, 

‘since’, and ‘in case’.

Questions 3, 6 and 9 (Reasoning)

Developing Explain whether a given word in a sentence is a causal conjunction. Including 

‘so’, ‘because’, ‘as’ and ‘yet’. 

Expected Explain whether a given word in a sentence is a causal conjunction. Including 

‘yet’, ‘in case’, ‘for’ and ‘due to’.

Greater Depth Explain whether a given word in a sentence is a causal conjunction. 

Including ‘in order to’, ‘since’, and ‘as a result’. Causal conjunctions used in different 

positions within a sentence.

More resources from our Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling 

scheme of work.

Did you like this resource? Don’t forget to review it on our website.
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1a. Complete the sentences using one of 

the causal conjunctions below.

A. My toy was broken...

B. I won the game...

1b. Complete the sentences using one of 

the causal conjunctions below.

A. I am going on holiday soon...

B. I like playing hide and seek...

2a. Use a causal conjunction to connect 

the two clauses. 

The balloon burst. There was a loud 
bang.

2b. Use a causal conjunction to connect 

the two clauses.

We tidied up. The game was over.

3a. True or false? A causal conjunction is 

underlined.

Jack got a prize because he won 
the game.

Explain your answer.

3b. True or false? A causal conjunction is 

underlined.

We picked up the pieces before we 
put them in the box.

Explain your answer.

A A

A A

R R

D D

D D

D D
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4a. Complete the sentences using one of 

the causal conjunctions below.

A. The match was cancelled...

B. I didn’t win the race...

4b. Complete the sentences using one of 

the causal conjunctions below.

A. I’ll take some money with me...

B. The bus was late...

5a. Use a causal conjunction to connect 

the two clauses.

A. I felt ill. I still went to football 
training.

B. I wore a cycle helmet. I fell off 
my bike.

5b. Use a causal conjunction to connect 

the two clauses.

A. The car was small. We all fit in.

B. I will bring some money. I want to 
buy something.

6a. True or false? The causal conjunction 

is underlined.

The team only play after they have 
warmed up.

Explain your answer.

6b. True or false? The causal conjunction 

is underlined.

I couldn’t go swimming, for the 
swimming pool had closed.

Explain your answer.
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7a. Complete the sentences below using 

a causal conjunction.

A. ...I fell over and hurt my knee.

B. I took an umbrella...

7b. Complete the sentences using a 

causal conjunctions:

A. ...we couldn’t get to school.

B. I couldn’t see out of the window...

8a. Use a causal conjunction to connect 

the two clauses.

A. We wrapped up in warm clothes. 
It was very cold. 

B. I brush my teeth twice a day. 
Keep them nice and clean.

8b. Use a causal conjunction to connect 

the two clauses.

A. I’ll save some pizza. He’s hungry 
when he gets home. 

B. We need to be careful. It is icy.

9a. True or false? The causal conjunction 

is underlined.

Since it is sunny, we must put on sun 
cream.

Explain your answer.

9b. True or false? The causal conjunction 

is underlined.

I have been playing out since I had 
my lunch.

Explain your answer.
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Developing

1a. Various answers, for example: 

A. My toy was broken because I’d 

dropped it. 

B. I won the game, so I got a prize.

2a. The balloon burst, so there was a loud 

bang.

3a. True. The conjunction is being used to 

explain why Jack got a prize.

Expected

4a. Various answers, for example: 

A. The match was cancelled due to bad 

weather. 

B. I didn't win the race, yet I still enjoyed it.

5a. A. I felt ill, yet I still went to football 

training. 

B. I wore a cycle helmet in case I fell off 

my bike.

6a. False. The word ‘after’ is used to show 

when the team played, not to explain 

why.

Greater Depth

7a. Various answers, for example: 

A. Due to a crack in the pavement, I fell 

over and hurt my knee. 

B. I took an umbrella in case it rained.

8a. A. We wrapped up in warm clothes 

since it was very cold.

B. I brush my teeth twice a day in order to 

keep them nice and clean.

9a. True. The conjunction is being used to 

add a clause to explain why sun cream is 

needed.

Developing

1b. Various answers, for example: 

A. I am going on holiday soon, so I will 

have to pack a suitcase.

B. I like playing hide and seek because it 

is fun.

2b. We tidied up because/as the game 

was over.

3b. False. The word ‘before’ is used to 

show when the team played, not to 

explain why.

Expected

4b. Various answers, for example: 

A. I’ll take some money with me in case I 

want to buy some sweets. 

B. The bus was late due to an accident.

5b. A. The car was small, yet we all fit in. 

B. I will bring some money in case I want 

to buy something.

6b. True. The conjunction is being used to 

add a clause to explain why the person 

can’t go swimming.

Greater Depth

7b. Various answers, for example: 

A. As a result of the heavy snowfall, we 

couldn’t get to school. 

B. I couldn’t see out of the window due to

the condensation.

8b. A. I’ll save some pizza in case he’s 

hungry when he gets home. 

B. We need to be careful since it is icy.

9b. False. The conjunction is being used to 

show when the child played out, not why.
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