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Friday 23rd October 2020  
 
Dear parents/carers  
 
As we approach the half term break, I want to thank you all for your support over the past eight weeks. 
Whilst the Autumn term is always busy, this year has presented particular challenges for students and staff. 
We have continued to follow the latest advice from the Department of Education and Public Health 
England, safeguarding the health and wellbeing of everyone within the school community.  
 
Throughout this half term, I have been incredibly impressed by the attitudes and positivity of our children. 
Despite the constraints imposed by the measures within our risk assessment, and the fact that most pupils 
had not attended school since 20 March, our children were very quick to settle into the rhythm of school life; 
their attitudes have been excellent. It has been abundantly clear that students are overwhelmingly glad to 
be back with their teachers and with their friends. From a learning point of view, there really is no substitute 
for face to face teaching in the classroom. Attendance figures for all year groups are significantly above 
both the national and the local averages. These figures are a strong indication of the high level of trust you 
have placed in us, and for which I am truly grateful. 
 
Our risk assessments have been reviewed and there are no significant changes to the running of the 
school. The staggered start and end times will continue; meals will stay in classes and in a packed lunch 
style; swimming and ed visits will not be going ahead; and all the hand washing routines will remain in 
place.  
 
Thank you for all that you and your children have done to support Heathlands over the past half term. I 
hope that you all have a good half term. If you need to inform us about any outcomes of tests, please use 
the enquiries e-mail address. Please note that this has changed; the address is now 
enquiries@heathlands.uwmat.co.uk. A reminder that we return on Monday 2nd November. This is not an 
Inset day and pupils will be in school.  
 
Finally, let us keep all members of the school community in our thoughts, especially those whose lives have 
been most affected by the pandemic. 
 
With best wishes to you and your family. 
 
 
Mr P Higgins 
Headteacher 
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