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Tuesday 19th November 2019  
 
 
Dear parents/carers 
 
On yesterday’s newsletter, we placed the dates for some of the Christmas activities. I have had a response 
to this from some parents. As such, I would like to clarify what is happening and reasons why we have 
made some changes this year.  
 
Since we have been in the new building, we have tried to include every pupil in a Christmas production 
each year. In the old building, where there were two halls, this was easier to manage, it was possible for 
rehearsals and shows to go ahead with less logistics involved. We now however, only have one hall which is 
also used continually throughout the day for P.E., dinners and assemblies. There are also added time 
pressures this year due to the new curriculum which as you will see from our Ofsted report, must be 
taught. To try and include 450 children in productions with the time and the space that we now have, has 
proved to be extremely challenging over the past 3 years.   
 
Therefore, we took the decision that we needed to reduce what was happening regarding this. This means 
that this year, Early years will be performing Christmas concerts as will year 5 and 6. Years 1-4 will be 
leading on other festivals throughout the year.  
 
Other Christmas activities this year include: 

 Christmas fair (including Santa’s grotto) 

 Christmas jumper day 

 Music concert 

 Choir Carol concert (also singing at the Christmas fair and at local care home) 

 Christmas dinner and parties (hopefully Santa can make it!)  

 The school will also be decorated, and our fantastic supervisors will be decorating the hall to a very 
high standard as normal! 

 
I understand that some parents may still be unhappy about this as this is a change in tradition, but there 
are few two form entry schools are able to include all pupils like we have. We have looked at the years 
ahead though and made sure that throughout their time in Heathlands, that all pupils will be involved in 
not just Christmas productions, but other festivals too.  
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Mr P Higgins  
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